contributing to dethrone the long reigning (but at the time of its appearance already tottering) dogma of the essentiality of all fevers, or as demonstrating the fallacy of the seductive and grasping doctrine of Broussais, or as containing the earliest exhibition of the practical workings of the system of studying the science devised by its gifted author : probably its chiefest merit, because that ensuring the largest amount of practical good, arises out of the characteristic last referred to. Before the production of these volumes it might, on the evidence of the previous history of our science, have been justly doubted whether any pathologist might arise capable of acting uniformly and exclusively on the principle, in the recognition of which the successful cultivation of all sciences of observation is involved, enunciated in the following words : " je saisque la verite est dans les choses et non dans mon esprit qui les juge ; et que moins je mets du mien dans les jugemens que j'en porte, plus je suis stir d'approcher de la verite." It was not to be doubted that one day some keen spirit must speculatively admit the applicability of Rousseau's apophthegm to the study of medicine, and recognize its dependence upon the philosophy of Bacon; that this had actually been done, though imperfectly, by others is even strictly true. But to announce and profess the notion that any medical doctrine having pretensions to an origin in sound philosophy, must of necessity be inductive and purely inductive in its nature, was one thing;?to demonstrate the truth of this by practical evidence another. To work upon such notion to the exclusion of all others for years, to overcome the almost unconquerable tendency of the mind to speculate and not to induce, to bestow lengthened toil in the discovery of certain results, while others of equal apparent value might, on the old and legitimised system, have been quasiestablished by a quiet exercise of the simplest thought, required a degree of exalted zeal, of perfect mental self-control and of enlightened love of practical truth for its own sake, which the tendencies of the past cultivators of our science gave us no right to expect in their successors. And the present appears an exceedingly appropriate time for the introduction of this work to the British public. There never was in truth a period when all questions relating to the nature, modes of origin and propagation of fever, excited more attention among us than the present, In addition to the distinction between this and other ex professo treatises on fever afforded by its strictly inductive character, there is another peculiarity in its construction, which at once exhibits the comprehensiveness of the views taken of disease by its author, and adds vast weight to?or, more correctly speaking, creates the importance of?the general deductions drawn by him in respect of typhoid fever from his different series of particular facts. It is this. Recognizing the important truth, that in order to establish the real value of any symptom or set of symptoms in connexion with any given disease, it is necessary to ascertain not only the degree of frequency with which it or they may attend that disease, but also the degree to which they are?either singly or in combination, in the same or in a different order?peculiar or proper thereto, he conceived the series of elaborate and minute comparisons instituted in these volumes, on the occasion of each symptom and lesion, between typhoid fever on the one hand, and all other acute diseases collectively on the other. The work thus supplies an analysis of nearly nine hundred cases of acute disease, and should rather be entitled a treatise upon the philosophical pathology of acute disease generally, and of typhoid fever in particular, than a simple monograph of the latter affection.
The work is divided into four parts. In the First of these are reported the histories of eighteen subjects whose death occurred at different periods of typhoid fever, exhibiting the varieties in the condition of the parts implicated, dependent on the greater or less duration of the malady. The Second contains a general description of the anatomical changes observed in all the fatal cases both of typhoid fever and of other acute diseases,?an exposition of the causes of death in both series of cases, and a brief summary of all the morbid alterations described. In the Third part, the symptoms in the fatal cases and in those terminating by recovery of the patient are analyzed; the subjects of "latent" and of " simulated" typhoid fever are examined ; the epiphenomenon of intestinal perforation described ; and the causes of the disease enquired into. 
